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force, and experience had proved its worth. But this
would be too great a check on the impatience of the
opposition, and in the end the referendum would fall
into disuse.

On the voting day abstentions are numerous. Only
61 per cent, of the electors go to the polls in the
case of federal laws. In several places the vote has
been made compulsory in the case of cantonal votings.
The number of voters has increased; but, on the
other hand, the number of blank tickets has increased
also. The answer obtained at the referendum has
proved to be deceptive and enigmatical. The electors
are led to give the same vote by motives which are
absolutely opposed. This would be remedied, some
reformers think, if the answers were accompanied by
a statement of reasons. There are others who claim
for the elector the right to separate or amend the
proposals submitted. What a dreadful muddle there
would be were these plans adopted 1

Politicians in Switzerland are not slow to take advan-
tage of the general confusion, and have recourse to
all sorts of subtleties of procedure. With a view to
carrying measures likely to be unpopular with the
majority, they make the strangest combinations of
independent groups by tacking on provisions to win
their favour. When a law is rejected, they return
to the task and modify the form, and present the
same law again under new colours. At the third
attempt the people become tired of resisting, and
allow the law to pass.

There is nothing astonishing in this state of things.
The people are competent to choose capable men.
They are able to declare their general preferences,